Peer-learning visit to the Netherlands

October 25-27, 2010, Netherlands
This report aims at giving an overview of the peer learning visit for the SEE VET members to the Netherlands which took place in October 2010. The report is structured along the agenda which was followed in the course of the visit and it is produced by the Centre for Education Policy, the hosting institution of the ERI SEE secretariat at the time of the visit.
The purpose of the peer learning visit was for the SEE VET members to familiarise with the Dutch Vocational Education and Training (VET) system. The visit was organised in three days and it included visits to the Dutch Ministry of Education, Culture and Science, MBO Raad, Inspectorate of Education, Centre for Expertise VAPRO, and two Regional Training Centres (RTC), Mondriaan and Zadkine. The host and organising institution was MBO Raad.
The following countries’ VET centres participated in the visit:

	Country
	Name and Surname
	Institution
	Position

	Albania
	Ilia Paluka
	National VET Agency
	Director, Chair of SEEVET-Net

	Albania


	Marsela Robo
	National VET Agency
	Specialist for curriculum and teacher training 

	Bosnia and Herzegovina


	Slavica Ivosevic
	Agency for preschool, primary and secondary education - Department for VET 
	Deputy director and Head of VET Department 

	Bosnia and Herzegovina
	Zlatan Buljko


	Federal Ministry of Education and Science 
	Professional Advisor for HE Reform and International Relations

	Croatia
	Darko Belovic
	Ministry of Science, Education and Sports of the Republic of Croatia - Department for Vocational Education
	Senior expert advisor for educational programs in technical schools in Directorate for Secondary Education 

	Macedonia


	Zeqir Zeqiri
	Vocational Education and Training Centre
	Director



	Macedonia


	Lidushka Vasileska


	Vocational Education and Training Centre
	Adviser for health education



	Moldova
	Mihai Balan
	Ministry of Education of the Republic of Moldova
	Head of Department of International Relation and European Integration

	Moldova
	Octavian Vasilachi


	Ministry of Education of the Republic of Moldova
	Head of Department of Vocational Education

	Montenegro


	Dusko Rajkovic


	Centre for Vocational Education
	Director

	Montenegro


	Nada Sekaric


	Centre for Vocational Education
	Legal secretary

	Montenegro


	Ivana Mihailovic


	Centre for Vocational Education
	Adviser for international cooperation and public relations

	Serbia
	Jelena Jakovljevic


	Institute for Improvement of Education – Centre for Vocational and Adult Education
	Advisor-coordinator for Development of Qualifications

	Serbia
	Milica Gerasimovic
	Institute for Improvement of Education - Centre for Vocational and Adult Education
	Advisor-coordinator for Vocational Education



	Serbia
	Nevena Adzic
	Centre for Education Policy
	Programme Coordinator

	Serbia
	Jelena Brankovic
	Centre for Education Policy
	Researcher

	Netherlands
	Manfred Polzin
	MBO Raad
	Senior policy advisor international affairs

	Netherlands
	Loes van Tiem
	MBO Raad
	Policy Advisor for International Affairs


All PowerPoint presentations shown during the study visit can be found in the annex to this report.
Day 1, October 25

Visit to the Ministry of Education, Culture and Science, The Hague

http://english.minocw.nl/
Host: Dr. Peter van IJsselmuiden

The study visit started with the visit to the Dutch Ministry in charge of education in the country. The session at the ministry was dedicated to the system of VET in The Netherlands, its structure and organisation, legal framework, major developments in that country as regards the VET system and its future prospects.
Study visit participants had an opportunity to ask questions about the Dutch VET system and also reflect on their own country’s cases.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Visit to the Mondriaan RTC, The Hague

http://www.rocmondriaan.nl/Pages/English.aspx
Hosts: Mr Fred Klingeman, Ms Yvette van Zuthem

Mondriaan Regional Training College (RTC) is a large VET College in The Hague offering a wide variety of VET courses, job training, corporate training and adult education and has 24.000 students, alongside 2.200 staff members. One of the department which was given special attention in the presentation was the department of entrepreneurship. The cooperation of Mondriaan RTC with employers, government, municipality of The Hague and other stakeholders was brought up as one of the assets in the work of college.
Apart from the presentation, study visit participants had an opportunity to see the college’s facilities, in particular those in which students do practical work within their studies, as well as to have a lunch in the cafeteria of Mondriaan RTC, prepared and served by students themselves. 
Day 2, October 26

Visit to the VAPRO Centre for Expertise for the chemical sector, The Hague
http://www.vapro.nl/
Hosts: Ms Mirjam de Jong, Mr Michel Koppenaal

VAPRO is the Centre of Expertise for the Chemical sector and an important actor concerning the qualification development for Industrial operators and technicians. It is one of the 17 sectoral centres for expertise in The Netherlands. The centres are given tasks and financial support from the Ministry. The visit to VAPRO consisted of presentations delivered by the hosts, followed by questions from participants and a general discussion. 

The main work of VAPRO is qualification development, description of a profession and occupational standards and analysis, development of professional competence profiles and related. VAPRO is also involved in international projects and has been active in the Balkan region as well. Apart from being closely linked with the Dutch labour market, VAPRO is also following the EU labour market and is involved in European cooperation when it comes to mobility and quality.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Visit to the MBO Raad, Woerden

http://www.mboraad.nl/?category/126232/English.aspx
Hosts: Mr Manfred Polzin, Ms Loes van Tiem
MBO Raad is the Association of Colleges in The Netherlands which represents all government funded educational institutes for secondary vocational training and adult education in the country and has 70 member institutes (100% representation). MBO Raad promotes joint interests of the sector, support common activities of institutions and stands as an intermediary between the VET colleges and government, professional branch organisations, industries and others.
Apart from presenting the work of MBO Raad, Mr. Polzin also gave an overview of the regulatory framework and financing of VET colleges in The Netherlands.

Day 3, October 27

Visit to the Inspectorate of Education, Rotterdam
http://www.onderwijsinspectie.nl/english
Hosts: Ms Mineke Laman, Mr Bert Lichtenberg
The Dutch Inspectorate of Education is responsible for the inspection and review of schools and educational institutions. The conduct supervision on community colleges, agricultural colleges, specialised colleges, preparatory vocational training (VMBO), private colleges, as well as knowledge centres for education and business. The Inspectorate is also involved in international projects, also with peer institutions from the South East Europe, mostly for the purposes of delivering trainings and peer learning activities.
After Mr. Lichtenberg’s presentation, Ms. Marijke Dashorst presented the work on the Dutch national Qualification Framework, the NLQF, and its implementation. In the case of the Netherlands, the work on the NQF should be finalised in the first quarter of 2011 when the national qualifications framework should be referenced to the European Qualifications Framework.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Visit to the Zadkine RTC, Rotterdam
http://www.zadkine.nl/
Host: Mr Martin Huizinga
Zadkine RTC is a large VET College in Rotterdam offering a wide variety of VET courses, such as Business Administration, Security and ICT, Hotel, Catering and Tourism, Health Care, Social Work, Leisure, Laboratory Technics and Optics and other, and has 23.240 students, alongside about 2.000 staff members. The presentation given during the visit was about the Dutch education system and VET system, Zadkine RTC VET courses, as well as the role of Zadkine in the Rotterdam-Rijnmond region.

After the presentation participants were given a tour around Zadkine’s facilities. Participants were also taken to visit the SS Rotterdam ship (http://www.ssrotterdam.net/) and Hilton Hotel Rotterdam (http://www1.hilton.com/en_US/hi/hotel/RTMHITW-Hilton-Rotterdam-hotel/index.do) where RTC Zadkine students are sent for internships.
Students of Zadkine’s Hotel, Catering and Tourism course prepared a dinner for the study visit participants in one of two college’s restaurants, in which they also do their practical work within the regular programme. 
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